Wisconsin Farm to School

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

Tuesday | November 19, 2013
In today's Wisconsin Farm to School newsletter, you will find:

e General Updates

e Webinars, Conferences and Events

e Farm to School Media Mentions

e Farm to School Funding Opportunities

Hello Wisconsin Farm to School supporters,

The USDA recently released the first-ever Farm to School Census! | hope that many of
you read about it in the special release of our WI Farm to School newsletter. School
districts that didn't respond to the Census and those that would like to correct or add to their
record, can still do so. Contact Matt Benson by November 30th to ensure that Wisconsin
gets counted!

The fall harvest season is beginning to wind down, and all across Wisconsin, people are
hard at work preparing for the winter ahead of us. Farm to School doesn't end when winter
comes, so be sure to check out the great resources and activities in this newsletter.

Please continue to send in stories and photos that feature your farm to school
activities. We received wonderful feedback during October, and would like to continue to
highlight all the great activities going on across Wisconsin.

This November, remember to thank the Wisconsin farmers that grow our food!

Sarah Elliott
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General Updates

Wisconsin School Garden Initiative invites you to subscribe to their new monthly
newsletter! The Wisconsin School Garden Initiative is a three-year project of Madison-
based nonprofit Community GroundWorks. Check out their November issue here and
subscribe to their newsletter to stay informed about resources and events surrounding
school gardens in Wisconsin and be inspired by others' youth garden stories.

The Real Food Media Short Video Contest invites aspiring flmmakers, teams of food
change makers, and communicators to create 30-second to four-minute films in one of four
styles: documentary, advocacy, experimental, or “wildcard.” Entries must be submitted by 9
pm EST on February 3, 2014.

The Third Annual WEGO Health Activist Awards Program helps you recognize the
health leaders that you admire most! Take a moment now to nominate a handful of your
favorite health bloggers, tweeters, geeks, and heroes. It only takes a minute or two to
nominate - and you'll be thanking someone for all they do every day!

Webinars, Conferences and Events

National Good Food Network Webinar: Assessment Tools for Improving Farmer
Financial Skills

November 21, 2013, 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM EST

This webinar focuses on three assessment-centered tools and programs for farmers.

The 8th Annual Wisconsin Local Food Summit

January 31st and February 1st, 2014, at MATC-Downtown in Milwaukee.

Early bird registration rates are available until December 20, 2013. Don’t procrastinate —
register today!

WI Local Food Business Seminars: Understanding the Legalities of Your Business

UW-Cooperative Extension and the Department of Ag, Trade, and Consumer Protection
have partnered to bring WI Local Food Business Seminars to four locations around the
state. Registration for the December seminar, Understanding the Legalities of Your
Business, is now open! Rachel Armstrong of Farm Commons and Courtney Berner from
the UW Center for Cooperatives will cover the legal issues involved with starting and
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Rachel also has offered a travel incentive for the December workshop if you are interested
in participating in a focus group following the workshop. For more information and details,
please contact Rachel directly at Rachel@FarmCommons.org.

Save the Date: Health Food for All Summit: Enhancing Health & Equitable Access in
Wisconsin

Mark your calendars for UW-Extension’s Healthy Food for All Summit on Thursday, March
27th in Neenah, Wisconsin.

Farm to School Media Mentions

Series focuses on farm fresh food Herald Times Reporter

Join the Farm to School coalition of Healthiest Manitowoc County for a series of six
sessions on local food.

Adding the farmers to the farm-to-school movement Pioneer Press

USDA Blog: Farm to School Programs Come to Life on Video

Check out these inspiring videos about farm to school programs around the country.

Farm to School Funding Opportunities

The Food Chapter of the Awesome Foundation is now accepting applications to further
food awesomeness in the universe. Monthly awards of $1,000 are given and anyone can
apply. Applications are accepted on a recurring basis.

Lowe's Charitable and Education Foundation Announces 2014 Toolbox for
Education Grant Program will award grants up to $5,000 in support of facility
improvement projects that have a permanent impact on a K-12 school
community. Deadline: February 14, 2014

2014 Youth Garden Grant provides grants to schools, non-profits, and youth programs
across the United States. Deadline: December 6, 2013
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A special campaign led by the United Fresh Foundation is seeking to increase children’s
fruit and vegetable consumption by donating salad bars specifically to schools in the
Midwest states, including Wisconsin!

Applications Invited for Terri Lynne Lokoff/Children's Tylenol National Child Care
Teacher Awards Deadline: December 6, 2013

Unsung Heroes Program Invites K-12 Educators to Apply for 2014 Class Project
Awards

Each year, one hundred educators who are using new teaching methods and techniques to
improve learning are selected to receive awards of $2,000 each to help fund a class
project. Deadline: April 30, 2014
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